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From the Editors’ Desk
The 2024 Global Peace Index (GPI), published by the Institute for Economics &
Peace (IEP), revealed a mixed landscape of global peacefulness, showcasing both
advancements and setbacks. The GPI employs 23 qualitative and quantitative
indicators sourced from reputable entities to assess peace across three key areas:
the level of societal safety and security, the prevalence of ongoing domestic and
international conflicts, and the extent of militarization.

The GPI report said that while certain regions experienced improvements, others
encountered rising violence and instability. It  identified 56 ongoing conflicts,
the highest since the Second World War, with a decline in the resolution of these
conflicts, whether through military means or peace treaties. Additionally, conflicts
are increasingly getting internationalised in scope, with 92 nations involved in
disputes outside their own borders, which complicates the negotiation processes
necessary for achieving enduring peace.

Such trend of internationalisation is fuelled by heightened competition among
major powers and the emergence of middle-tier powers that are becoming more
engaged in their respective regions. There has been an improvement in
peacefulness in 56 countries and deterioration in 96 countries, out of the 163
countries GPI takes up for study. Thus, the possibility of a major conflict at
global level is much higher than in recent decades. Interestingly, all this is
happening despite that fact that level of militarisation has witnessed an overall
decline across 108 states! Another conclusion GPI has arrived at is that global
military capability has increased by ten per cent since 2014, despite a decline in
military personnel.

The economic impact of violence on the global economy in 2023, in purchasing
power parity (PPP) terms, was $19.1 trillion. This is 13.5 per cent of the world’s
economic activity (gross world product) or $2,380 per person. Many countries
have experienced enormous falls in GDP as a result of violent conflict.

The ongoing conflict in Gaza has significantly influenced global levels of peace.
Israel and Palestine are experiencing the most substantial declines in peacefulness,
ranking first and fourth, respectively. Europe continues to be recognized as the
most peaceful region worldwide, housing eight of the ten most peaceful nations.
It has consistently held this status since the GPI’s inception. Conversely, the



Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region remains the least peaceful area in
the world.

Regional conflicts, exemplified by the Gaza conflict and the Ukraine war,
underscore the profound human toll they have taken and the intricate nature of
contemporary warfare. Since the onset of hostilities in Gaza in October 2023, the
death toll has surpassed 61,709 individuals, including 17,881 children. Added to
that, approximately 14,222 individuals are still believed to be trapped beneath
debris or in areas that are difficult to access. Following Russia’s full-scale invasion
in February 2022, the death toll in Ukraine has exceeded 45,100 soldiers, mostly
Ukrainians, with around 390,000 injured. These figures are alarming and
emphasize the critical necessity for peace and humanitarian assistance in both
regions.

The UNHCR report brought out in mid-2024 revealed that the total of individuals
displaced due to conflict and persecution approached approximately 123 million.
Significant conflicts in areas such as Sudan, Ukraine, and the Democratic Republic
of the Congo have resulted in extensive displacement and severe humanitarian
emergencies. The Armed Conflcit Survey 2024 brought out by the International
Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS) also said  that the global outlook for peace
remained bleak and the world was witnessing an unparalleled surge in conflicts,
which seemed to be becoming more difficult to resolve due to the heightened
participation of both internal and external stakeholders, a complicated set of
underlying factors, and intensifying geopolitical strains. Citing the asssessment
provided by the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs’ (UNOCHA) in the Global Humanitarian Overview report, the IISS analysis
says  that over 290 million people are in need of assistance in 2024.

The world today requires more sensitive and sagacious leadership to
diagnose the conflicts persisting in different corners of the world and
bring together resources and intellectual capital to generate impulses
for creative change and address the root causes of the conflict. Such
efforts have the potential to bring lasting peace and save human lives
from being lost to unreasoned violence that often threatens to spread
across borders, thereby destabilising entire regions. It is through wise
and empathetic leadership that humankind can transcend the cycle
of violence and work towards a future defined by harmony and
peaceful co-existence.
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