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Security 

 Trilateral Defence Cooperation in Istanbul — Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and Turkiye are holding 
their first meeting under the Makkah Joint Defence Agreement in Istanbul today, attended by 
Deputy Prime Minister Ishaq Dar, Defence Minister Khawaja Asif and Field Marshal Asim 
Munir alongside Turkish and Saudi counterparts. The newly formed Strategic Political and 
Defence Committee will review progress and provide an institutional mechanism for consultations 
on defence, political and strategic matters. The editorial emphasis is that the pact reflects a decision 
to strengthen regional stability and mutual security, with discussions expected on interoperability, 
defence industry cooperation and joint production. (The Nation, 31 August 2026) 

 Operation Radul Fitna in Washuk — State media reported that two terrorists were killed during 
an intelligence-based operation (IBO) in Balochistan’s Washuk district, part of Operation Radul 
Fitna against Fitna al Hindustan. Security sources said the militants were involved in attacks on 
the Mashkhel police station and Customs House, with their vehicle destroyed and weapons 
recovered. Last week, 11 terrorists were killed in separate IBOs across Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and 
Balochistan. According to the Pakistan Institute for Conflict and Security Studies, Balochistan 
saw a 241% rise in deaths in July, with security personnel casualties increasing by 933% compared 
to June. (Dawn, 31 August 2026) 

 Protests Sweep ‘Kashmir’ Over Power Tariff Hike — Demonstrations have erupted across Indian 
Jammu and Kashmir against a 6.83% increase in electricity tariffs, set to take effect from 1 
September. Protesters in Ganderbal and Jammu condemned the hike approved by the Modi-led 
regime’s Regulatory Commission (JERC), calling it an added burden on households already 
facing inflation, unemployment and power cuts. In Gandhi Nagar, demonstrators accused 
authorities of raising rates without improving supply or services. The protests reflect widespread 
public anger over economic hardship and demand accountability and affordable electricity. (The 
Nation, 31 August 2026) 

 IED Attack Claims Lives in Dukki — In Balochistan’s Dukki district, three brothers were killed 
and another man injured when their vehicle was struck by an improvised explosive device (IED) 
near Killi Bakhtiar Khan, confirmed SP Mansoor Ahmed Buzdar. The victims, identified as 
Rehmatullah, Daurani and Naimatullah, were travelling for agricultural work when the blast 
occurred. Security forces cordoned off the area and launched a search operation. [“The PPP and 
the people of Sindh will not allow the land of Sindh to be divided under any circumstances”] reflects 
similar emphatic resistance to violence and division. (The Nation, 31 August 2026) 

 Pakistan’s Enduring Battle Against Terrorism — In his column, Ahsan Ansari, retired 
government officer from the Press Information Department and Ministry of Information & 
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Broadcasting, underscores that Pakistan’s struggle against terrorism is neither new nor 
temporary. He cites ISPR figures showing 3,145 incidents in the first seven months of 2026, 
claiming 819 lives, with Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan worst affected. Ansari highlights 
military operations like Zarb-e-Azb and Radd-ul-Fasaad, evolving terrorist tactics, and July’s 
intense campaign where 401 terrorists were eliminated. He stresses that [“national unity remains 
the most important weapon”] and that sustainable peace requires governance, opportunity and 
social justice alongside military action. (The Nation, 31 August 2026) 

Economy 

 Expanding Agricultural Ties with Saudi Arabia — Pakistan and Saudi Arabia have agreed to 
raise agricultural and food exports to $3 billion within two years, under Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif’s initiative. During Saudi Minister Engineer Abdulrahman Al-Fadley’s visit, priority 
sectors were identified as rice, red meat, fruits and concentrates, green fodder and water-efficient 
technologies. Pakistan currently supplies 169,000 tonnes of rice worth $163m and 30,000 tonnes 
of red meat worth $167m, with Saudi Arabia keen to expand imports. Both sides stressed alignment 
with Saudi Vision 2030 and encouraged business-to-business linkages to strengthen food security 
cooperation. (The Nation, 31 August 2026) 

 Hormuz Disruption Deepens South Asia’s Energy Burden — The Iran war and Strait of Hormuz 
disruption have sharply raised energy import costs across South Asia. Pakistan’s petroleum import 
bill surged by $1.3bn between March–July 2026, climbing from $983m in March to nearly $1.91bn 
in June before easing in July. The shock included $221.5m in LNG imports, adding to foreign-
exchange pressure. Regional neighbours also suffered: India’s crude bill rose 56.5% to $63.4bn, 
while Bangladesh’s petroleum imports more than doubled to $10.64bn. Analysts warn that higher 
oil, LNG, freight and insurance costs are fuelling inflation and straining reserves. (The News, 31 
August 2026) 

 World Bank-Backed Catastrophe Bond Proposed for Pakistan — The article by Aah Soomro 
explains that a World Bank-supported catastrophe bond could help Pakistan absorb fiscal shocks 
from climate disasters such as floods and earthquakes. Drawing parallels with Nepal’s recent 
glacial collapse, it highlights Pakistan’s vulnerability due to its mountainous terrain and fragile 
fiscal base. The bond would enable insurance-based risk sharing, with Pakistan Reinsurance 
Company Limited and global reinsurers covering different layers of exposure. The piece urges 
creation of a catastrophe insurance pool, improved climate stress testing for major projects, and 
cleaner energy adoption to strengthen resilience. (The Express Tribune, 31 August 2026) 

 Resetting Pakistan’s LPG Market for Safety and Affordability — In his opinion piece, Owais 
Mir, entrepreneur in Pakistan’s energy and engineering sector, argues that Pakistan must move 
beyond monthly price notifications to a national LPG market reset. He outlines seven key reforms: 
a transparent pricing framework, curbing indiscriminate growth of filling plants, building strategic 
storage, locking in imports through a government-supported plan, consolidating 500 fragmented 
entities into 40 accountable operators, using bulk LPG and synthetic natural gas tactically, and 
enforcing non-negotiable cylinder safety. He stresses that “LPG is called the poor man’s fuel; that 
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description carries an obligation to make it available, honestly priced and safe.” (The Nation, 31 
August 2026) 

 Governance as the Key to Investment Confidence — In his column, M. Abdul Aleem, Chief 
Executive/Secretary General of OICCI, highlights that Pakistan’s macroeconomic stabilisation 
has not translated into higher investment because of the hidden governance cost businesses face. 
He explains that delays, overlapping licences, inconsistent tax interpretations and unreliable 
utilities deter investors. He stresses that [“one of the strongest investment incentives may simply be 
a government that does what it says, within the time it has promised”]. Aleem calls for clearer 
accountability, predictable policies, streamlined approvals and improved energy reliability to make 
Pakistan a more attractive destination for long-term capital. (Dawn, 31 August 2026) 

Foreign Policy 

 Shehbaz Sharif to Lead Pakistan at SCO Summit — Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif begins a 
three-day visit to Kyrgyzstan today to attend the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) 
Council of Heads of State meeting in Bishkek. Accompanied by Deputy PM Ishaq Dar and senior 
ministers, he will also participate in the SCO Plus Summit and the World Nomad Games. During 
the visit, Pakistan will assume the SCO chairmanship for 2026–27, with Islamabad set to host next 
year’s summit. Bilateral talks with President Sadyr Zhaparov will cover trade, investment, energy, 
connectivity, education and tourism, reinforcing Pakistan–Kyrgyz ties. (Dawn, 31 August 2026) 

 Strengthening Pakistan–US Parliamentary Engagement — Punjab Assembly Speaker Malik 
Muhammad Ahmad Khan has emphasised the importance of sustained engagement and greater 
parliamentary interaction between Pakistan and the United States to consolidate bilateral ties. 
Meeting with US Chargé d’Affaires Natalie A. Baker and US Consul General Stetson Sanders 
in Lahore, he highlighted the role of the Pakistani-American community as a bridge and proposed 
greater exchanges of parliamentary delegations. Baker described the relationship as longstanding 
and important, stressing potential in trade, education and people-to-people contacts, while 
Sanders appreciated Pakistan’s diplomatic efforts for regional peace and stability. (The Nation, 31 
August 2026) 

 SCO Summit 2026: Defining Role in Multipolar World — In his analysis, Shakeel Ahmad 
Ramay argues that the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit comes at a time of 
fractured global order and rising multipolarity. He notes that President Xi and President Putin 
view multipolarity as a historic shift, with the SCO positioned as a major player. Ramay highlights 
Western campaigns against SCO members, citing the Russia-Ukraine war, US attack on Iran, 
and Pakistan-India conflict in 2025. He stresses that “the SCO must strengthen its economic and 
development credentials” through initiatives like a Development Bank and Free Trade 
Agreement, while also creating mechanisms to shield members from sanctions and trade wars. He 
concludes that reforms are essential for the SCO to play a meaningful role in the multipolar order 
while upholding the Shanghai Spirit. (The News, 31 August 2026) 

 India’s Defiance of Indus Water Treaty Raises Alarm — In its editorial, The Express Tribune warns 
that India’s repeated threats to block Pakistan’s rivers under the Indus Water Treaty (IWT) 
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amount to illegitimate defiance of international law. A fresh reminder came from Deputy Prime 
Minister and Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar, who cautioned in Washington that any violation would 
be treated as an act of war. The piece stresses that India has “no right to unilaterally hold the IWT 
in abeyance”, and its refusal to restore technical engagement and water data-sharing deepens the 
crisis. The editorial condemns such threats as “illegal, cruel and inhuman”, equating them to 
collective punishment, and warns that allowing countries to walk away from binding agreements 
undermines the global rules-based order. (The Express Tribune, 31 August 2026) 

 Modi’s Hate Politics Weakens India’s Democracy — Dawn’s editorial argues that organised hate 
against marginalised groups has defined Indian politics under Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
with the UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination urging India to curb hate 
speech, discrimination and hate crimes. It highlights racially motivated violence, extrajudicial 
killings, arbitrary detentions and torture, noting that oppression thrives in BJP-ruled states. The 
piece stresses that Mr Modi’s political toolkit relies on incendiary rhetoric and divisive agendas, 
deepening social divisions and erasing historical truths. “Dictators are remembered by the 
bloodstains they leave behind.” (Dawn, 31 August 2026) 

Politics, Culture, Etc. 

 Guddu Turbine Rehabilitation to Boost Power Supply — The government has invited bids to 
rehabilitate the fire-damaged Steam Turbine-16 at Guddu 747 Power Plant, a project expected to 
cut generation costs by Rs4.19 per unit (from Rs13.87 to Rs9.68) and restore 297MW of capacity. 
Since the July 2022 fire, the plant has operated in open-cycle mode at 450MW, ranking 11th in the 
dispatch queue due to high costs. Full combined-cycle restoration would raise output to 747MW, 
improve its merit order to 7th, and strengthen the north-south transmission corridor, enhancing 
grid resilience. (The News, 31 August 2026) 

 Bhutto-Zardari Family in Vienna Amid Marriage Speculation — Reports suggest PPP Chairman 
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari and President Asif Ali Zardari are in Vienna for possible engagement 
talks with a prominent Austrian family linked to the House of Habsburg-Lorraine, descendants of 
Austria’s last emperor Karl I. Sources claim Bilawal and the prospective bride have known each 
other for years, with meetings held over the past three days. The family is expected to continue 
engagements in the UK, joined by Bilawal’s sisters and aunt Sanam Bhutto. However, PPP leader 
Murtaza Wahab has publicly denied the marriage rumours, calling them “incorrect.” (The News, 
31 August 2026) 

 PML-N Consolidates Support for Gilani’s AJK Government — The Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) leadership has expressed full backing for newly elected AJK Prime Minister 
Iftikhar Ali Gilani, urging him to prioritise healthcare, education, infrastructure and governance 
reforms. At a meeting in Lahore with Nawaz Sharif, Shehbaz Sharif and Maryam Nawaz Sharif, 
Gilani was presented with a 100-day reform plan targeting public service delivery. The move 
signals closure of internal differences over Gilani’s surprise nomination, shifting focus to reform 
and development. Gilani pledged to deliver improvements, while the leadership stressed translating 
political transition into tangible benefits for AJK’s people. (The Nation, 31 August 2026) 
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 Alibaba Cloud Eyes Punjab’s AI Future — Chinese technology giant Alibaba Cloud has 
expressed strong interest in Punjab’s IT sector, praising the provincial government’s artificial 
intelligence-based governance initiatives during a meeting with Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz 
Sharif. Discussions focused on potential partnerships in agriculture, healthcare, socio-economic 
programmes and climate forecasting. Maryam highlighted Punjab’s pioneering role in AI, noting 
that cabinet members and officers are being trained in AI and that AI education will be 
mandatory from Grade 1 in government schools. She also briefed the delegation on Punjab’s plan 
to build the world’s largest public-sector cancer hospital, while Alibaba Cloud’s Li Jiapeng 
emphasised AI’s role in cancer diagnosis and treatment. (The Nation, 31 August 2026) 

 Achakzai Urges Respect for Pashtun Rights — In Quetta, Mahmood Khan Achakzai, chairman 
of the Pashtunkhwa Milli Awami Party (PkMAP), called for the state to respect Pashtun 
constitutional, political and economic rights, rejecting the use of Pashtun lands for “proxy wars.” 
Speaking at a jirga of Southern Pakhtunkhwa, he warned, “Do not force us to take our case to 
international forums.” Achakzai said Pashtuns seek equality, not confrontation, and condemned 
the allocation of tribal lands to non-locals. He emphasised that people’s resources cannot be 
occupied through the force of the gun, urging dialogue and justice over coercion. (The Express 
Tribune, 31 August 2026) 

 PTI Sets Plan for September 27 March — The Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) has finalised its 
strategy for the Islamabad march on September 27, with an initial cost of Rs450 million and daily 
expenses of Rs14.5 million thereafter. A central convoy from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa will join 
caravans from southern Punjab en route to the capital. The party has directed workers nationwide 
to converge five days before the event. Funding committees led by Secretary-General Salman 
Akram Raja will oversee arrangements, while Chief Minister Sohail Afridi coordinates 
contributions. The march aims to press for Imran Khan’s release and demonstrate PTI’s 
organisational strength. (The News, 31 August 2026) 

 Sindh Assembly to Debate Provinces Issue — The Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) Sindh President 
Nisar Ahmed Khuhro stated that the Sindh Assembly will decide on new provinces after a debate 
on the adjournment motion, ensuring all positions are recorded. He emphasised that “the PPP 
has maintained from day one that it does not accept the creation of a new province or 
administrative units in Sindh”, adding that such demands are not from the people of Sindh. 
Khuhro recalled five prior resolutions rejecting division and vowed, “The PPP and the people of 
Sindh will not allow the land of Sindh to be divided under any circumstances.” (The Nation, 31 
August 2026) 

 Gillani Promises Swift Connectivity Restoration in AJK — Newly elected Azad Jammu and 
Kashmir Prime Minister Barrister Iftikhar Ali Gillani has pledged to restore internet services 
and reopen all internal and external routes within two days. Speaking at the Central Press Club 
in Muzaffarabad, he said internet connectivity would be prioritised for educational institutions in 
the first phase, ensuring students regain access quickly. Gillani emphasised that the Kashmir 
freedom movement and good governance will remain central to his agenda, alongside addressing 
public grievances and improving administration. He was elected the 17th AJK Prime Minister two 
days ago, securing 30 votes in the Legislative Assembly. (The Nation, 31 August 2026) 
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 Unity Rally in Karachi Rejects Division of Sindh — Thousands joined the ‘Wahdat-i-Sindh 
March’ organised by the Sindh United Party (SUP) and Sindh United Lawyers Forum (SULF), 
marching from Regal Chowk to the Karachi Press Club to oppose any move to divide Sindh. 
Roshan Ali Buriro, SUP senior vice president, declared that Sindh’s unity is “a historical, 
geographical, cultural and political reality” and warned, “There can be no compromise on the 
unity of Sindh.” Advocate Ameer Azad Panhwar stressed inclusivity, saying all citizens share 
equal stakes in Sindh’s peace and rights. Protesters demanded protection of Sindh’s land, water and 
resources, warning that division would undermine Pakistan’s federal structure. (Dawn, 31 August 
2026) 

 Decentralisation and the Debate on New Provinces — In his column, Umair Javed, who teaches 
politics and sociology at LUMS, explains that Pakistan’s debate on new provinces operates at two 
levels: technocratic concerns about decentralisation’s impact on welfare and growth, and the 
political economy of constitutional reform. He notes research showing decentralisation can 
improve health and education outcomes, but cautions that in weakly governed contexts, 
proliferation of units may hinder development. He stresses that “the discourse in Pakistan needs to 
take cognisance of what it hopes to primarily achieve through decentralisation”. Javed warns that 
reforms driven by political exigency, without clarity or legitimacy, risk failure, suggesting fiscally 
empowered local governments under provinces may be the most sustainable path. (Dawn, 31 
August 2026) 
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