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Security 

 Dialogue, Security and Digital Transformation — Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has urged a 
grand dialogue to resolve Balochistan’s grievances, stressing that “all legitimate grievances should 
be discussed and resolved through dialogue rather than violence.” He highlighted Gwadar’s 
strategic importance and federal contributions, including Rs40 billion for solarising 20,000 tube-
wells, while reaffirming Punjab’s annual Rs11 billion support under the NFC award. Meanwhile, 
Field Marshal Asim Munir warned of foreign-sponsored proxies — Fitna al-Khawarij and Fitna 
al-Hindustan — being used to destabilise Balochistan, but vowed they would be defeated through 
collective resolve. Separately, Pakistan signed a landmark MoU with Google to accelerate digital 
transformation, aiming for $30 billion IT exports by 2030, with 150,000 career certificates and a 
new AI Centre of Excellence in Islamabad. (The News, 22 August 2026) 

 Major Counter-Terrorism Success in KP and Balochistan — Security forces and police have 
eliminated 49 terrorists in a series of intelligence-based operations (IBOs) across Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan. According to the ISPR, the operations targeted Indian proxies 
Fitna al-Khawarij and Fitna al-Hindustan, inflicting significant damage on their networks. In KP, 
12 militants were killed in Bannu, North Waziristan, Orakzai and Khyber, with explosives, 
weapons and motorcycles seized. In Balochistan, 37 terrorists were neutralised in Mastung, Mach, 
Khuzdar and Panjgur, with large caches of explosives destroyed. President Asif Ali Zardari and 
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif paid tribute to the forces, praising their role in safeguarding peace 
and stability. (The News, 22 August 2026) 

 ATC Orders Remand in Kashmir Protest Case — The Anti-Terrorism Court (ATC) Islamabad 
has granted police a three-day physical remand of 59 accused arrested in connection with the F-
10 Kashmir protest case. Duty Judge Sikandar Khan announced the reserved verdict after police 
completed the identification parade of 60 suspects. The prosecution had sought a 14-day remand, 
arguing that firearms, flags and batons needed recovery and further investigation. Defence lawyers 
opposed the request, insisting the arrests amounted to illegal detention, noting only two individuals 
were mentioned with batons and no firearms were cited. They also sought the discharge of a minor 
under 18. The court, however, handed over 59 accused to police custody for further inquiry. (The 
News, 23 August 2026) 

 Ex-Militant Killed in Wana Attack — In South Waziristan’s Wana tehsil, Muhammad Khalid, a 
former operative of the Mullah Nazir group, was shot dead by unidentified gunmen while 
travelling from Rustam Bazaar to Doag. Another man was injured in the attack near a cemetery. 
Rescue officials said Khalid succumbed to his injuries en route to Dera Ismail Khan, while the 
second victim is under treatment at Wana’s DHQ hospital. Police confirmed Khalid’s past 
association with the militant group but have not disclosed a motive, launching an investigation into 
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the incident. Mullah Nazir, once an influential Taliban commander, opposed attacks on 
government forces and was killed in a US drone strike in 2013. The motive behind Khalid’s killing 
remains unclear. (Dawn, 24 August 2026) 

 Army Deployment in Rawalpindi for Security Duties — The federal government has approved 
the deployment of three companies of the Pakistan Army in Rawalpindi for six months to 
perform “sensitive security duties”. The decision, taken on the request of the Punjab Home 
Department and district administration, was authorised by the Ministry of Interior under Article 
245 of the Constitution, which empowers the armed forces to act in aid of civil power when 
directed by the federal government. The notification, issued on August 21, stated the deployment 
was necessary to “avoid any undesirable situation as well as to respond effectively in any 
unforeseen circumstances”, ensuring heightened security in the garrison city. (The Nation, 23 
August 2026) 

 Curfew Re-imposed in Mastung’s Khad Kocha — The Balochistan Home Department has re-
imposed an indefinite curfew in Khad Kocha tehsil of Mastung district, effective from 7am 
Sunday, citing security concerns and the need to protect lives and property. The order restricts all 
public movement on roads and in markets, with additional law enforcement personnel deployed 
to ensure compliance and maintain the writ of the state. Residents have been urged to remain 
indoors, with authorities warning that violators would do so at their own risk. The curfew will 
remain until further notice. A similar lockdown was imposed on July 22 after a deadly bus attack. 
(Dawn, 24 August 2026) 

Economy 

 Revised Import Data to Meet IMF Standards — The Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS) has 
updated monthly and annual import figures, removing discrepancies worth up to $30 billion, in 
order to comply with IMF conditions. This revision significantly impacts GDP calculations, with 
a comprehensive report submitted to the Ministry of Finance for review before publication. The 
discrepancies first emerged in trade data with China, later extending to other tariff lines, prompting 
reconciliation efforts involving the Pakistan Single Window and other agencies. The IMF, in its 
last review, stressed that “procedures for import data collection and aggregation are being 
strengthened”, requiring full transparency and revised statistics by end-August 2026. (The News, 22 
August 2026) 

 Pakistan and China Explore Deeper Economic Cooperation — Federal Finance Minister 
Muhammad Aurangzeb met with Silk Road Fund (SRF) Chairperson Zhu Jun and her delegation 
to discuss new investment opportunities. Aurangzeb highlighted Pakistan’s recent progress in fiscal 
discipline, external account stability and foreign reserves, stressing reforms in taxation and energy. 
The SRF delegation expressed keen interest in infrastructure, energy and private-sector projects 
with broad social and economic impact. Zhu Jun reaffirmed SRF’s commitment to exploring 
avenues that strengthen Pakistan’s macroeconomic fundamentals. The meeting underscored the 
potential for enhanced cooperation under the China–Pakistan partnership, with SRF signalling 
readiness to expand investments in projects that can generate sustainable growth. (The News, 22 
August 2026) 
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 AI-Driven Trade Ecosystem in Pakistan — Commerce Minister Jam Kamal Khan has reviewed 
proposals to establish a secure, integrated and AI-enabled digital ecosystem for trade, focusing 
on safeguarding data exchange, building sovereign cloud infrastructure and accelerating digital 
transformation. He stressed that “Pakistan’s trade data is a valuable national asset. It must be 
protected, properly classified and transformed into actionable intelligence” for exporters and 
policymakers. Meetings with the Pakistan Digital Authority (PDA) and Sky47 highlighted 
frameworks for data governance, cybersecurity, disaster recovery and AI-driven policymaking. 
Plans include a national digital master plan, stronger data-centre capacity, and integration of 
ministry portals to unify trade intelligence. The initiative aims to modernise trade, reduce risks, and 
support future quantum-computing workloads. (Dawn, 22 August 2026) 

 ECNEC Clears Tarbela Extension and Key Schemes — The Executive Committee of the 
National Economic Council (ECNEC), chaired by Deputy Prime Minister Ishaq Dar, has 
approved several major projects, including the Tarbela 5th Extension Hydropower Project at a 
cost of Rs82.36 billion. The scheme includes a foreign exchange component of Rs35.99 billion, 
with plans for a pilot floating solar project in the Tarbela Reservoir. Other approvals cover the 
Khawazakhela-Besham Expressway, electricity distribution efficiency upgrades in LESCO, 
HESCO and PESCO, the Southern Punjab Poverty Alleviation Project, and the Fulbright 
Scholarship Support Programme worth Rs10.56 billion. The scholarship plan maintains the target 
of 125 PhD awards, with per-scholar funding revised to reflect inflation and exchange rates. (The 
News, 23 August 2026) 

 Crypto Regulation Needed for Stability — The Pakistan Venture Capital and Alternative Assets 
Association has urged the government to introduce formal registration of cryptocurrency 
platforms, calling it vital to sanitise a chaotic financial frontier. The editorial warns that 
unregulated digital assets are a “recipe for systemic instability”, notorious for rug-pulls, 
fraudulent schemes and blatant graft. Without oversight, crypto becomes a gamble rather than an 
investment, leaving investors exposed. The piece stresses that “regulation is the only thing that 
prevents total collapse”, rejecting claims that oversight stifles innovation. A transparent 
registration mandate is described as the only way to protect the public and integrate cryptocurrency 
into Pakistan’s formal financial system. (The Nation, 24 August 2026) 

 Wheat Policy Failures and Food Sovereignty — Pakistan faces another wheat crisis, despite 
official claims of a satisfactory 2026 harvest. Rising flour prices and provincial concerns have forced 
the government towards imports, exposing contradictions in food policy. The crisis stems from the 
FY26 procurement decision to reduce public buying, leaving farmers vulnerable to private traders 
who bought cheaply and released wheat at higher prices. As Wali Haider notes, “Pakistan’s wheat 
crisis is about who controls the country’s food system and whose interests agricultural policy serves.” Neoliberal 
reforms, shaped by IMF and World Bank prescriptions, weakened institutions like Passco, shifting 
power to private capital. Haider argues for food sovereignty, rebuilding procurement, reserves, and 
farmer protections to ensure affordable, nutritious food. (Dawn, 24 August 2026) 

 Afghan Transit Trade Collapse and KP’s Struggles — Analyst Mohiuddin Aazim warns that five 
years after the Taliban’s return, Afghanistan’s trade with Pakistan has undergone a structural shift. 
Transit container traffic fell from 102,886 containers worth $6.7bn in FY23 to just 11,592 

https://www.dawn.com/news/2024459/govt-eyes-ai-trade-ecosystem
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containers worth $367m in FY26. “As Afghanistan shifts imports towards Iran and Central Asia, 
Pakistan risks losing not only transit trade but also the industrial and commercial ecosystem built around it.” 
Iran now accounts for nearly half of Afghan imports, while Afghan exports through Pakistan have 
collapsed. This threatens KP’s industries, agriculture and transport networks, undermining 
Peshawar’s geographic advantage. Aazim argues both sides need a predictable, rules-based transit 
regime. (Dawn, 24 August 2026) 

 Torkham Border and CPEC’s Fragile Expansion — Research Associate Mujtaba Arshad 
highlights Torkham’s pivotal role in CPEC 2.0, which formally included Afghanistan in 2025. 
Planned extensions — the ML-1 rail upgrade and westward road links — depend on this crossing, 
yet repeated closures due to clashes and militant attacks have paralysed trade. “Diplomatic steps for 
Afghan extension have been followed by ruptures at the crossing the extension depends on.” With no 
alternative route, cargo reroutes through Iran or Central Asia, eroding Pakistan’s reliability. 
Governance failures compound delays, as Torkham ranks the slowest corridor in CAREC data. 
Arshad warns that without digitised customs, redundant crossings, and strong protocols, CPEC’s 
promise of competitiveness risks collapse. (Dawn, 24 August 2026) 

 Rs100 trillion in debt: should Pakistan be worried? — Economist Dr Manzoor Ahmad, Senior 
Fellow at the Pakistan Institute of Development Economics, stresses that the headline figure of 
Rs100 trillion is dramatic but misleading. The real challenge is Pakistan’s capacity to carry and 
service debt sustainably. Encouragingly, debt growth slowed to 7.7% in FY26, the lowest in two 
decades, while the debt-to-GDP ratio fell to 68% from 88%. Annual interest payments dropped 
from 61% to 35% of revenue, and reserves rose to $18.5bn, strengthening external obligations. As 
Ahmad emphasises, “The Rs100 trillion figure makes a dramatic headline. But the real measure… is 
sustainability.” (The Express Tribune, 24 August 2026) 

Foreign Policy 

 Pakistan, Syria Pledge Stronger Ties — Pakistan and Syria reaffirmed their longstanding brotherly 
relations during high-level delegation talks in Islamabad, agreeing to expand cooperation and 
maintain close consultations on regional and international issues. Deputy PM and Foreign Minister 
Ishaq Dar met Syrian FM Asaad Hassan al-Shaibani, with discussions covering Palestine, the 
Golan Heights, Afghanistan, South Asia, and the Middle East. Dar reiterated Pakistan’s support 
for Syria’s sovereignty and territorial integrity, while Al-Shaibani praised Pakistan’s diplomatic role 
in regional peace, including efforts to de-escalate US-Iran tensions. Both sides pledged continued 
engagement to strengthen bilateral ties and promote peace and stability. (The Nation, 21 August 
2026) 

 Pakistan and Malaysia Strengthen Legal Cooperation — Pakistan and Malaysia have signed a 
prisoner transfer agreement, enabling sentenced persons to be repatriated between the two 
countries. The pact was formalised during the visit of Malaysian Home Minister Dato’ Seri 
Saifuddin Nasution Ismail, who met Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif at the PM House. The 
agreement comes shortly after the arrest of nearly 300 foreign nationals in Pakistan linked to IT-
related fraud. PM Shehbaz reaffirmed Pakistan’s commitment to deepening ties with Malaysia in 
security, law enforcement, trade and investment, while conveying warm wishes for Malaysian 

https://www.dawn.com/news/2024844
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PM Dato’ Seri Anwar Ibrahim. Both sides also discussed regional peace, with Malaysia expressing 
strong support for Pakistan’s efforts. (Dawn, 22 August 2026) 

 Pakistan and Syria Deepen Defence Ties — During a meeting at GHQ, Field Marshal Asim 
Munir, Chief of Defence Forces and Army Chief, and Syrian Foreign Minister Asaad Hassan Al-
Shaibani discussed avenues for enhanced defence and security cooperation. The ISPR noted that 
matters of mutual interest, regional security and collaborative efforts against common challenges 
were highlighted. Munir underscored Pakistan’s “longstanding fraternal ties with Syria” and 
stressed the importance of cooperation for global peace and regional stability. The Syrian minister 
praised the professional role of Pakistan’s armed forces in promoting peace. Both sides reaffirmed 
their resolve to expand bilateral engagements. The visit, the first by a Syrian foreign minister since 
2007, also included meetings with PM Shehbaz Sharif, who proposed broader cooperation in 
politics, trade, education and investment. (Dawn, 22 August 2026) 

 Munir’s Diplomatic Push Amid US–Iran Tensions — Pakistan’s Chief of Defence Forces Field 
Marshal Asim Munir is set to visit Tehran to continue efforts for a diplomatic end to the escalating 
US–Iran conflict. Iran’s foreign ministry confirmed the trip, saying it aims to strengthen bilateral 
cooperation and support regional peace. Munir earlier spoke with Iranian FM Abbas Araghchi, 
who dismissed looming US sanctions as “a sign of desperation”, insisting they would fail to defeat 
Tehran. The visit coincides with Washington’s plan to impose what Treasury Secretary Scott 
Bessent called “the toughest sanctions in history”. Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian 
acknowledged domestic hardships but declared Iran had emerged as a “power that amazed the 
world with resistance, solidarity & unity.” Regional security, including Houthi attacks and the 
Makkah defence pact, are expected to be on the agenda. (Dawn, 24 August 2026) 

 Dar’s UK Visit to Strengthen Bilateral Ties — Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Ishaq 
Dar arrived in London on Sunday for a five-day official visit, received by High Commissioner 
Tehmina Janjua. He will meet UK Foreign Secretary Ed Miliband, Minister of State Stephen 
Doughty, and other senior officials to review the full spectrum of Pakistan–UK relations. Key 
discussions include the plight of Pakistani crew members held by Somali pirates aboard MT 
Honour 25, as well as engagements with the Commonwealth Secretary-General Shirley Ayorkor 
Botchwey and the British-Pakistani community. The visit aims to advance Pakistan’s diplomatic 
priorities, strengthen cooperation, and address pressing regional and international issues. (The 
Nation, 24 August 2026) 

 ISI Chief Meets Bahrain’s Crown Prince on Regional Security — Inter-Services Intelligence chief 
Lt Gen Muhammad Asim Malik met Bahrain’s Crown Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa at 
Riffa Palace to discuss regional developments and ways to enhance cooperation. The crown 
prince, also commander of Bahrain’s armed forces, emphasised the “depth of bilateral relations” 
and the importance of deepening joint coordination for mutual prosperity. He highlighted 
Pakistan’s “critical role… in strengthening the foundations of regional security and stability.” 
Lt Gen Malik expressed gratitude and wished Bahrain continued progress. Senior Bahraini officials 
attended the meeting, which followed recent congratulations from Bahrain’s foreign minister on 
Pakistan’s signing of the Makkah Joint Defence Agreement. (The Nation, 24 August 2026) 

https://www.dawn.com/news/2024462/pakistan-malaysia-ink-prisoner-transfer-pact
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 Pakistan to Stage South Asian Games After 23 Years — Pakistan will host the South Asian 
Games from April 3–11, 2027, marking its first time staging the event since 2004. The Executive 
Committee of the South Asia Olympic Council, chaired by POA president Arif Saeed, approved 
Islamabad, Lahore and Peshawar as host cities. The Games will feature 28 sports and 346 medal 
events, with over 3,200 athletes expected. The federal government has pledged funds and directed 
the CDA to prepare facilities for around 4,000 foreign visitors. While India endorsed the dates via 
video link, its participation remains uncertain. Officials emphasised that “everyone is on board and 
working as a team” to ensure success. (Dawn, 24 August 2026) 

 Kashmir: Diplomatic Weight of Words — Senior correspondent Kamran Yousaf highlights how 
a single phrase has stirred friction in Pakistan-US relations. The controversy arose after US 
Ambassador to India Sergio Gor described Jammu and Kashmir as an “important part of India” 
during his visit to Srinagar. Islamabad swiftly summoned the US Charge d’Affaires, stressing that 
Kashmir remains a disputed territory under UNSC resolutions. Yousaf notes that “diplomacy is 
often conducted through calibrated language”, and such remarks risk signalling policy shifts. Pakistan 
welcomed President Trump’s mediation offers, but insists US officials avoid language that 
undermines Kashmir’s disputed status. The episode underscores how even routine statements can 
carry strategic significance. (The Express Tribune, 24 August 2026) 

Politics, Culture, Etc. 

 Opposition Parties Unite in Parliament — At a press conference in Islamabad, Maulana Fazlur 
Rehman, chief of JUI-F, announced that opposition parties had agreed in principle to form a joint 
bloc in Parliament to strengthen their role from the opposition benches. He criticised the 
government’s handling of law and order, saying “there is a fire raging, and you are saying, ‘Come 
and divide the house’”, rejecting proposals for new provinces. Mahmood Khan Achakzai, Leader 
of the Opposition in the National Assembly, warned against coercion, stating “we will not let 
anyone destroy Pakistan” and threatened to approach international courts if resources were 
occupied. PTI leaders, including Salman Akram Raja and Asad Qaiser, backed the move, 
demanding political prisoners’ release. (The News, 22 August 2026) 

 No Relief or Rift — In a report, Ansar Abbasi cites a senior source who categorically ruled out 
any possibility of a “deal or dheal” for Imran Khan, as well as reports of differences between 
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and Field Marshal Asim Munir. The source described the 
likelihood of both scenarios as “zero”, dismissing speculation triggered by Khan’s medical 
treatment episode. He emphasised that Pakistan’s current civilian–military arrangement is 
“completely different” from past patterns, and rumours often reflect wishes rather than facts. The 
message is clear: no deal or ‘dheal’ for Imran, no rift at the top. (The News, 22 August 2026) 

 Imran Khan’s Fears and Opposition’s Response — At a press conference, Dr Uzma Khan 
revealed that her brother, PTI founder Imran Khan, fears he could be killed like Egypt’s former 
president Mohamed Morsi. She described his deteriorating health due to “inhuman treatment in 
solitary confinement”, citing anxiety and high blood pressure. Imran was unexpectedly taken to 
PIMS instead of Shifa International Hospital despite a Supreme Court order, sparking opposition 
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outrage. Mehmood Khan Achakzai and Allama Raja Nasir Abbas accused the government of 
contempt of court, calling its actions deceptive. The government filed a review petition, arguing 
prison rules govern transfers. Meanwhile, the opposition alliance TTAP vowed to approach the 
Supreme Court, intensify its campaign, and uphold PTI’s September 27 long march plan. (The 
News, 22 August 2026) 

 Google’s AI Partnership with Pakistan — Students across Pakistan will soon gain free access to 
Google’s advanced AI tools, following a landmark MoU signed between the government and 
Google. The agreement aims to boost Pakistan’s IT exports to $30 billion by 2030, while equipping 
youth with 150,000 Google Career Certificates in 2026. It also provides one year of free access to 
Google AI Plus and Gemini Notebook, supports the establishment of a Google AI Centre of 
Excellence in Islamabad, and enhances digital payments and trade ecosystems. Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif hailed the deal as a milestone in Pakistan’s digital transformation, emphasising the 
country’s youth bulge as a driver of future prosperity. (Dawn, 22 August 2026) 

 A Reformist Army? — In his column, Dr Farrukh Saleem argues that Pakistan’s military may be 
shifting from traditional regime management towards “state restructuring”, asking not who 
governs Pakistan but how it should be governed. He identifies five patterns: entry into economic 
execution via the Special Investment Facilitation Council (SIFC); creation of the Chief of 
Defence Forces under constitutional changes; institutionalised foreign policy through defence pacts 
with Saudi Arabia and Turkiye; integration of economic and national security; and governance 
reform focused on state capacity. While external wins include a stable rupee, rebuilt reserves and 
strategic alliances, internal challenges persist — inflation, low growth, rising terrorism and unrest 
in Balochistan. Saleem concludes Pakistan may be witnessing an unusual phenomenon: a reformist 
army seeking to redesign the state’s operating system. (The News, 23 August 2026) 

 Contempt Plea and Government Review on Imran’s Hospital Transfer — A contempt petition 
has been filed in the Supreme Court by Dr Uzma Khan, sister of PTI founder Imran Khan, alleging 
deliberate violation of the Court’s August 18 order directing his transfer to Shifa International 
Hospital. The plea names PM Shehbaz Sharif, ministers and senior officials as respondents, 
arguing their conduct amounted to “deliberate disobedience” and interference with judicial 
authority. In parallel, the Islamabad administration filed a review petition challenging the order, 
citing constitutional and prison rules. Information Minister Attaullah Tarar insisted Imran’s 
medical examination at PIMS, with Shifa doctors present, fulfilled the Court’s directive, urging 
that health not be politicised. Meanwhile, eight members of the Pakistan Bar Council condemned 
the government’s defiance as a “serious assault on the independence of the judiciary”, though 
the Punjab Bar Council distanced itself, calling such statements personal opinions. (The News, 23 
August 2026) 

 A Grand Opposition? — The Supreme Court’s directive to transfer Imran Khan to a private 
hospital, coupled with government defiance, has shattered Pakistan’s political quietude. A 
contempt petition filed by PTI could have far-reaching consequences. The most critical 
development is the convergence of estranged political forces, notably Maulana Fazlur Rehman’s 
JUI-F joining the six-party TTAP alliance, giving opposition dissent sharper focus. The PPP’s 
interest in building consensus adds momentum, though it must act decisively. This realignment 
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coincides with debate over new provinces, but equitable governance and resource distribution 
remain key. Moving forward, the opposition must champion reconciliation, strengthen institutions, 
and uphold the 1973 Constitution. (The Express Tribune, 23 August 2026) 

 Cricket Legends Appeal for Imran’s Medical Care — Twenty-one former international cricket 
captains, including Sunil Gavaskar, Kapil Dev, Greg Chappell, Allan Border and Clive Lloyd, 
have written to Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif urging a full and independent medical assessment 
for incarcerated PTI founder Imran Khan. The letter, dated August 23, follows a Supreme Court 
directive for Khan’s hospital transfer and examination by a medical board including his personal 
doctors and sister Dr Uzma Khan. The captains noted Khan’s brief hospital stay and state-
appointed examination did not fulfil the Court’s order, stressing his reported deterioration of 
vision in the right eye. They also appealed for uninterrupted weekly family visits and timely 
treatment, calling humane medical care a matter of “basic decency” beyond politics. (The News, 
24 August 2026) 

 History’s Warnings on Provincial Restructuring — Former ambassador Maleeha Lodhi cautions 
against altering Pakistan’s provincial structure, noting that past experiments with parliamentary, 
presidential and hybrid systems only deepened instability. She stresses that “Pakistan’s troubled 
history offers a cautionary lesson against altering the provincial structure.” Lodhi recalls the disastrous One 
Unit scheme of the 1950s, which eroded federalism and fuelled nationalist sentiment, contributing 
to the 1971 break-up. The 1973 Constitution sought balance, but repeated dismissals of provincial 
governments and authoritarian measures widened disparities, sparking insurgencies. Lodhi argues 
current proposals to fragment provinces are about control, not reform, and insists genuine change 
lies in empowering local government, not redrawing boundaries. (Dawn, 24 August 2026) 

 Nawaz Sharif Consults on AJK Government Formation — PML-N President Nawaz Sharif 
chaired a meeting to deliberate on the formation of the ‘Azad’ Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) 
government, reviewing potential candidates for the prime ministerial slot, with Shah Ghulam 
Qadir and Tariq Farooq emerging as frontrunners. The meeting also discussed the wider political 
situation, including the health of PTI founder Imran Khan and recent Supreme Court rulings. 
Meanwhile, the PML-N parliamentary party in AJK finalised its strategy for reserved seats 
elections, reaffirming commitment to “Kashmir Banega Pakistan” and expressing support for 
Pakistan’s armed forces under Field Marshal Syed Asim Munir. Six candidates will contest five 
women’s reserved seats today, alongside other reserved constituencies. (Dawn, 24 August 2026) 

****    
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