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#+ Parliament Passes Defence and Nuclear Command Bills — Both the Senate and National
Assembly on Thursday approved the National Command Authority (Amendment) Bill, 2026 and
the Defence Forces of Pakistan Bill, 2026, restructuring Pakistan’s military and nuclear command
in line with the 27th Constitutional Amendment. Defence Minister Khawaja Asif moved the bills,
which establish the office of the Chief of Defence Forces and its headquarters as the principal
military advisory body to the Prime Minister. The legislation removes the Chairman Joint Chiefs
of Staff Committee from the National Command Authority, reflecting a major structural change.
Law Minister Azam Nazeer Tarar said the amendments provide a permanent institutional
framework to strengthen tri-services cohesion. (7he Nation, 21 August 2026)

¢ Security Forces Kill 5 Terrorists in Panjgur — Security forces eliminated five terrorists of Fitna
Al Hindustan in an intelligence-based operation (IBO) in Kali Soran, Panjgur, under Operation
Radd-ul-Fitna 3. Sources said the militants, travelling on motorcycles, were allegedly planning a
major attack when forces struck using advanced technology. Several others were wounded.
Recovered items included weapons, ammunition, three vehicles, two motorcycles, an IED, and
a banned group’s flag. Officials noted the terrorists were involved in robbery, extortion,
kidnapping for ransom, target killings, and were planning suicide attacks. (The Nation, 21 August
2026)

¢ Coordinated Attacks Target Police and Infrastructure in Balochistan — Armed assailants struck
two police stations and destroyed a check dam in separate incidents across Balochistan. In Pishin
district, attackers used rockets and explosives on the Saranan police station, briefly holding
personnel hostage before fleeing with weapons and a police vehicle. In Bolan district, armed men
raided the Khatun police station, setting the building and official records ablaze. Separately,
explosives were used to blow up a check dam in Sanjavi, causing extensive damage. Authorities
have launched investigations into the coordinated assaults, which inflicted serious losses on public
infrastructure. (The News, 21 August 2026)

# Munir Warns of Foreign-Sponsored Proxies in Balochistan — During an interaction with
Balochistan’s political leadership, Chief of Defence Forces and COAS Field Marshal Asim Munir
cautioned that foreign-backed proxies are being used by hostile elements to destabilise the
province, obstruct development and “create a wedge between the state and its people.” He stressed
that “the present and the future of Balochistan and Pakistan are one and forever’’, highlighting
the resilience and talent of its people, especially youth. Munir identified Fitna al Khawarij (TTP)
and Fitna al Hindustan as proxies, vowing they would be defeated through national resolve and
decisive state response. (Dawn, 21 August 2026)
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¢+ Honouring Victims of Terrorism — Pakistan has endured a devastating toll from terrorism, with
over 83,000 lives lost between 2001 and 2022, and several thousand more since, following the
Afghan Taliban’s takeover of Kabul in 2021. Terrorists have struck mosques, churches, bazaars,
schools and processions, leaving deep scars on society. On the International Day of Remembrance
of and Tribute to the Victims of Terrorism, the editorial urges the state to ensure transparent
financial support, medical care and psychological assistance for victims and their families. Above
all, it stresses that Pakistan must vow to permanently uproot violent extremism. (Dawn, 21 August
2026)

¢+ Balancing Internal Stability and External Pressures — Brig Naseem A Khan (R) argues that
Pakistan’s security challenges now extend beyond military defence to include economic,
technological, informational and diplomatic dimensions. He warns that “the present and the
future of Pakistan are one and forever”, emphasising that internal cohesion and governance
weaknesses amplify external threats. Regional dynamics involving China, Iran, Saudi Arabia and
Afghanistan demand strategic clarity, while domestic divisions risk undermining resilience. The
writer stresses that national security must evolve from a government function to a collective
responsibility, requiring coherence, adaptability and a unified narrative to withstand global and
internal pressures. (Pakistan Observer, 21 August 2026)

+ Pakistan, Saudi Arabia to Sign MoUs on Agriculture — During the upcoming visit of Saudi
Minister for Environment, Water and Agriculture Abdulrahman Al-Fadley, Pakistan and Saudi
Arabia will sign several MoUs covering food research and the creation of a Pakistan-Saudi Agri
Investment Fund. The Saudi delegation will tour the National Agriculture Research Centre
(NARC) and meet leading Pakistani agribusiness groups to explore trade and joint ventures.
Federal Minister Ahad Cheema chaired a review meeting, stressing the government’s aim to
expand exports of meat, rice, processed food, and animal fodder to Saudi Arabia. Officials said
the visit will deepen economic cooperation, strengthen value chains, and boost private-sector
partnerships. (The Nation, 21 August 2026)

¢+ Haroon Calls for Unlocking Gemstones Sector Potential — Advisor to the PM on Industries and
Production Haroon Akhtar Khan chaired a high-level meeting on promoting Pakistan’s gemstones
sector, attended by officials from PMDC and the Geological Survey of Pakistan. The meeting
reviewed measures to boost investment, enhance value addition, and expand exports. Haroon said
blocks for mining topaz, ruby, and other gemstones would be identified to ensure systematic
operations, while provinces would be engaged for coordination. He emphasised digitisation of
resource data, branding, and marketing to establish Made-in-Pakistan gemstone brands globally.
Plans include expos in Karachi and Islamabad, training centres in Quetta, and Centres of
Excellence in Gilgit-Baltistan, AJK, and Islamabad. (7%e Nation, 21 August 2026)

¢+ Pakistan Seeks Stronger Economic Engagement with OIC — Federal Minister for Investment
Qaiser Ahmed Sheikh met Zehra Ziimriit Selcuk, Director General of SESRIC, on the sidelines
of the International Education Summit & Expo 2026 in Islamabad. The meeting focused on
boosting cooperation among OIC member states in investment, trade, education, skills
development, and entrepreneurship. Sheikh emphasised Pakistan’s commitment to facilitating
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cross-border investment, joint ventures, and technology partnerships, highlighting reforms to
improve ease of doing business. He stressed that OIC countries can benefit from collaboration in
digitalisation, Al, and knowledge-based industries, alongside traditional trade. Both sides agreed
to pursue joint initiatives in investment promotion, education, and youth opportunities,
reaffirming Pakistan’s role as an attractive investment destination. (7%e Nation, 21 August 2026)

¢ Al Infrastructure as Pakistan’s Next Economic Frontier — Writing in Dawn, Shahzaib Saqib
Warraich and Muhammad Hassan Dajana, Fulbright scholars, highlight Pakistan’s emerging Al
potential, noting Gul Ahmed Energy Group’s plan to build the country’s largest Tier III data centre.
They argue that AI data centres can monetise Pakistan’s surplus power capacity, bypassing
transmission bottlenecks through collocated compute facilities. With global demand for 100GW of
new data centre capacity by 2030, Pakistan could secure 1-2GW, generating up to $1.5bn annually
and attracting $10-25bn in investment. The writers stress that “policies must connect assets to a

specific goal”, urging regulatory reforms and energy-compute zones to unlock this opportunity.
(Dawn, 21 August 2026)

# Google Backs Pakistan’s Digital Safety Drive — Google has announced a $500,000 investment
to support the “Digital Pasban” initiative, aiming to equip 200,000 households with Urdu-language
safety toolkits, videos and parental workshops. The programme, launched alongside the opening
of Google’s Karachi office, seeks to protect children from online risks such as cyberbullying and
grooming. Wilson White, Google VP for public policy, said [“We need to move from digital
anxiety to digital confidence among the parents and children”]. Google and the Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority (PTA) signed an MoU to strengthen child safety online, with PTA
noting it receives around 500 complaints daily regarding harmful content. (Dawn, 21 August 2026)

Foreign Policy

+ Pakistan, Syria Pledge Stronger Ties — Pakistan and Syria reaffirmed their longstanding brotherly
relations during high-level delegation talks in Islamabad, agreeing to expand cooperation and
maintain close consultations on regional and international issues. Deputy PM and Foreign Minister
Ishaq Dar met Syrian FM Asaad Hassan al-Shaibani, with discussions covering Palestine, the
Golan Heights, Afghanistan, South Asia, and the Middle East. Dar reiterated Pakistan’s support
for Syria’s sovereignty and territorial integrity, while Al-Shaibani praised Pakistan’s diplomatic role
in regional peace, including efforts to de-escalate US-Iran tensions. Both sides pledged continued
engagement to strengthen bilateral ties and promote peace and stability. (7he Nation, 21 August
2026)

# Over 21,900 Pakistanis Deported from Gulf States — Federal Minister for Parliamentary Affairs
Tariq Fazal Chaudhry informed the National Assembly that 21,951 Pakistani nationals were
deported from Saudi Arabia, UAE, Qatar, Kuwait, Bahrain, and Oman up to March 1, 2026,
mainly for violations of local laws. He clarified that official figures only include those formally
deported and handed over to authorities, not voluntary returnees. Deportations were linked to
criminal offences, immigration violations, drug-related cases, and blacklisting. The minister
said the Foreign Office is prioritising the issue, working on policies for deportees’ businesses and
assets, and engaging Gulf countries to ensure lawful processes. (The Nation, 21 August 2026)
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¢ India Removes Security Cover from Pakistan’s Mission — The Indian government has
withdrawn the security cordon around the Pakistan High Commission in New Delhi, dismantling
barriers and removing enclosures outside the visa section. No official reason has been provided for
the move, which effectively strips the mission of its external protective arrangements. The decision
comes amid tense bilateral relations, raising concerns over the safety of diplomatic staff and visitors.
The removal of security measures marks a significant departure from established protocol for
foreign missions and has been reported as a unilateral step by Indian authorities. (The News, 21

August 2026)

¢+ From Resistance Fighter to Presidency: Fakhrul’s Journey — Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir, a
veteran of the 1971 Liberation War and long-time BNP secretary general, has been elected as
Bangladesh’s 23rd president, securing 255 parliamentary votes against rival Oli Ahmed’s 88. His
career spans teaching, government service, opposition politics, and imprisonment, earning him the
reputation as the “gentleman of Bangladeshi politics”. Fakhrul’s restrained style contrasted with
Bangladesh’s combative rhetoric, even during crackdowns under Sheikh Hasina. Now, at 78, he
transitions from partisan politics to a largely ceremonial but symbolically weighty constitutional
office, embodying resilience and democratic commitment. (The Express Tribune, 21 August 2026)

¢+ AJK Leadership Rejects US Envoy’s Kashmir Remarks — Chaudhry Latif Akbar, President of
AJK, and the Jammu and Kashmir Council for Human Rights (JKCHR) strongly criticised US
Ambassador to India Sergio Gor for describing ‘occupied’ Kashmir as “an important part of India.”
Akbar termed the remarks “deeply regrettable,” stressing that Kashmir’s disputed status cannot
be altered by diplomatic statements and must be resolved through the Kashmiri people’s right to
self-determination under UN resolutions. The JKCHR urged Washington to revisit its own
diplomatic record, citing past US support for a UN plebiscite. Advocate Arshad Igbal of the
JKDFP also condemned the envoy’s stance. (Dawn, 21 August 2026)

Politics, Culture, Etc.

¢+ PTI Signals Shift Towards Reconciliation — In a notable change of tone, Zulfikar Bukhari, close
aide to jailed PTI founder Imran Khan, told a foreign media outlet that Khan would not confront
the military or Chief of Defence Forces Field Marshal Asim Munir if released. This marks a
departure from PTI’s earlier anti-establishment rhetoric, which intensified after Khan’s ouster in
April 2022 and his subsequent solitary confinement. The remarks follow the Supreme Court’s
order to move Khan to Shifa International Hospital, seen as the party’s first major relief since the
May 2023 unrest. While some PTI leaders remain critical of the establishment, Bukhari’s statement
signals a possible recalibration of strategy amidst speculation that tensions may be easing. (7he
Nation, 21 August 2026)

# PM Shehbaz Invites Opposition to Dialogue — Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif reiterated his
government’s readiness for constructive talks with the opposition, saying it is now up to them to
decide when to join the negotiating table. Chairing a cabinet meeting, he linked dialogue to
economic development and democratic stability. He praised the 18% rise in IT exports, the new
fixed tax scheme for retailers, and the Rs32 cut in diesel prices. The cabinet also approved the
National Adolescent and Youth Policy, built on four pillars: education, employment, inclusion,
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and environment. Separately, Shehbaz met Syrian Foreign Minister Asaad Hassan Al-Shaibani,
reaffirming ties and proposing enhanced cooperation. (The Nation, 21 August 2026)

Bilawal Clarifies Remarks, Apologises for Word Choice — PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari apologised Thursday for using the “wrong choice of words” in a press talk where he had
mentioned nationalist groups alongside militant outfits. Speaking to journalists in Parliament, he
clarified that his remarks were directed at separatist groups adopting violence, not legitimate
nationalist political forces. Bilawal stressed that separatist elements, including the banned TTP and
BLA, maintain contacts and allegedly operate from bases in Afghanistan with facilitation from
India. He emphasised that these groups pose a serious security challenge requiring a comprehensive
response. His clarification comes amid heightened debate on militancy and separatism. ( 7he Nation,
21 August 2026)

Supreme Court Order Sparks Imran Khan’s Hospital Transfer — Former Prime Minister Imran
Khan was moved from Adiala Jail to Shifa International Hospital under tight security after the
Supreme Court ordered a medical evaluation. A convoy escorted him amid an operational
blackout, with rooftop snipers and suspended internet services at the hospital. Six doctors will assess
whether admission is required. The government’s review petition against the order was returned,
prompting criticism from Defence Minister Khawaja Asif, who warned it set a precedent (“Will
every prisoner then be transferred to a private hospital?”’). PTI called Khan’s health a “human and
national issue.” (The News, 21 August 2026)

Opposition Leaders Move Towards United Front — Leader of Opposition Mahmood Khan
Achakzai and JUIF chief Maulana Fazlur Rehman agreed to form a united opposition after
consultations in Parliament House. They were joined by PTI leaders including Asad Qaisar and
Shahid Khattak. The meeting expressed concern over Imran Khan’s health, demanding
immediate treatment in line with the Supreme Court’s order, stressing that “there should be no
politics over the former prime minister’s health”. The leaders condemned the government’s conduct
towards the opposition, vowing to protect democracy and the Constitution. Fazlur Rehman said,
“This was the first meeting; there will be further consultations.” (7The News, 21 August 2026)

Victory Monument Symbolises National Unity and Defence — Writing on Independence Day,
Dr Ramesh Kumar Vankwani, MINA, described the inauguration of the Yadgar-e-Fatah (Victory
Monument) in Islamabad as a milestone in Pakistan’s history, commemorating Marka-e-Hagq, last
year’s aerial victory. He noted its “distinctive and purposeful design” and praised the CDA
Chairman Sohail Ashraf and team for excellent arrangements. President Asif Ali Zardari called it
a tribute to martyrs, while PM Shehbaz Sharif stressed Pakistan’s balance between peace and
defence, affirming “Pakistan stands for peace with honour and dignity”. Dr Vankwani emphasised
the monument as a proud symbol of resilience and unity. (7he News, 21 August 2026)

PML-N Strengthens Position in AJK Assembly — In Muzaffarabad, Abdul Rehman Arain of
the PML-N was elected unopposed to the reserved seat for overseas Kashmiris in the Azad Jammu
and Kashmir Legislative Assembly (AJKLA), after no rival candidate filed nomination papers.
This raises the party’s tally to 26 seats, consolidating its lead after winning 25 of 45 directly elected
seats. With reserved seats and support from an independent member, PML-N’s strength is projected
to reach 32 in the 53-member Assembly, giving it a comfortable majority. The PPP, with 12 seats,
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is expected to secure two reserved seats, bringing its total to 14. (The Express Tribune, 21 August
2026)

Structural Reforms and the Productivity Challenge — Writing in Dawn, Zafar Masud, a banker,
argues that Pakistan’s history is not without genuine reforms, but most failed to endure because
they lacked grassroots ownership and focused on capital inflows rather than raising productivity.
He stresses that “the entrenchment of structural reforms remains the name of the game”, urging a
charter of economy and society to lock in tax, energy, and human capital policies through
parliament and the CCI. Masud calls for statutory delegation to regulators, honest measurement
via welfare-based GDP, and reforms that convert discretion into rules, ensuring durability beyond
electoral cycles. (Dawn, 21 August 2026)

Parliamentary Tensions Signal Possible Realignments — Islamabad’s political atmosphere is rife
with speculation as the Supreme Court’s order to shift Imran Khan to hospital unsettles the
landscape. Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari, PPP chairman, has seized the moment, pressing his “tick tock,
tick tock” warning to the PML-N and voicing anger over alleged rigging in the AJK polls. PPP
delegations met opposition leaders, compelling the government to suspend its legislative agenda
and agreeing to pursue electoral reforms. Bilawal welcomed the court’s decision as “within the
democratic tradition.” The editorial notes that coalition bargaining may yet strengthen
parliamentary accountability if it forces open debate. (Dawn, 21 August 2026)

PTI Sticks to Long March Plan Despite Dialogue Offers — Khyber Pakhtunkhwa information
minister Shafi Jan confirmed that the PTI’s September 27 long march on Islamabad remains
unchanged, despite openness to negotiations. He stressed that only ‘“tangible and credible
progress” on core demands — including fair adjudication of cases against Imran Khan and his
transfer to a health facility — could alter the plan. Jan voiced concern over delays in implementing
the Supreme Court’s hospital order, insisting Imran’s health must not become political. He rejected
speculation of any deal with the federal government, affirming preparations for the march continue
under KP Chief Minister Sohail Afridi’s supervision. (Dawn, 21 August 2026)

Dir Residents Warned Over Undocumented Afghans — The Lower Dir district administration
has directed locals to report undocumented Afghan nationals residing or working on their
properties within seven days, warning of punitive measures for non-compliance. Humayun Khan,
district administrator for Afghan Refugees, said failure to report could lead to blocking of national
1dentity cards or inclusion in the Fourth Schedule. Undocumented Afghans were ordered to leave
within three days or face legal action. Reports suggest some re-entered Pakistan via Chaman after
leaving through Torkham, engaging in local businesses. Authorities vowed intensified action
against illegal residents. (Dawn, 21 August 2026)
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[Disclaimer: We do not subscribe to the views expressed by the Pakistani reporters, leaders and commentators, we
are making available for perusal by our experts/analysts/policymakers every day. We put it all together in
Daily Pakistan Watch (DPW) with a view to acquainting our readers with the prevalent thought process in
Pakistan having its bearing on India, with the hope that such effort will help us in devising appropriate policies to
deal with Pakistan in a more effective manner. DPW is curated by Dr. Afroz Khan, CPS, New Delhi].
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