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Politics 

 Law Minister says Govt to review all aspects before Mecca Pact decision: law minister: Law 
minister Md Asaduzzaman on Saturday said the government would review all relevant aspects 
before deciding whether Bangladesh would join the Mecca agreement. ‘The government will 
take a decision on the matter after considering everything,’ he told journalists after attending a 
reception for meritorious students at Jhenaidah Collectorate School and College. Responding to 
a question, Asaduzzaman said the government would carefully examine all relevant issues 
before making a decision. On Bangladesh’s relations with neighbouring India, he said the two 
countries would pursue their respective policies independently. ‘India will follow its foreign 
policy, and we will follow ours,’ he said. The minister added, ‘India will run according to India, 
and Bangladesh will run according to Bangladesh.’ Asked whether the government was satisfied 
with the country’s prevailing law and order situation, the law minister said the key issue was not 
whether the government was satisfied, but whether it was taking necessary measures to ensure 
public security (New Age, 29 August 2026). 

 Charge sheet filed against Hasina, Joy, 27 others in July Uprising murder case: Police have 
recently submitted the charge sheet against ousted prime minister Sheikh Hasina, her son Sajeeb 
Wazed Joy and 27 others in the murder case of Abdur Rahman Jisan, who was shot dead in 
Matuail of Jatrabari in the capital during the July Uprising. Jatrabari Police Station Sub-
Inspector (SI) Kawsar Hossain, also the investigation officer of the case, submitted the charge 
sheet to the court on 8 July. Dhaka Metropolitan Magistrate Sarah Farzana Haque fixed 6 
October for the hearing in the case, said SI Mohin Uddin of the prosecution department (Daily 
Sun, 30 August 2026). 

 PM for global unity against enforced disappearance: Prime Minister Tarique Rahman has 
called for global unity and solidarity for holding trial of those involved in enforced 
disappearance. The PM made the call in a message marking the International Day of the Victims 
of Enforced Disappearances to be observed tomorrow. Terming the enforced disappearances as 
one of the most heinous and gruesome acts, the prime minister said it is a global problem and 
also an extreme violation of the human rights. Such crimes particularly held in those countries 
ruled by autocratic regime. “The state security forces and law enforcement agencies in most of 
the time preferred such brutal and ruthless path against the dissidents to clamp down anti-
government movements,” he said. The ousted fascist government of Bangladesh resorted to the 
inhumane practice of enforced disappearances and abductions detaining many people for 
months or even years at the detention centers known as ‘Ainaghar’, he added. To stop such 
inhuman crimes, Tarique Rahman said the present government has started the trial after 
investigation into each incident. Legal framework is also being prepared to stop such crime in 
future, he said. The Prevention and Remedy of Enforced Disappearance Bill, 2026 and the 
National Human Rights Commission Bill, 2026 were placed in the parliament, he said, adding 
that the government hopes that if the acts come into effect nobody would do such heinous crime 
(BSS News, 29 August 2026). 

https://www.newagebd.net/post/country/311576/govt-to-review-all-aspects-before-mecca-pact-decision-law-minister
https://www.daily-sun.com/bangladesh/894974/charge-sheet-filed-against-hasina-joy-27-others-in-july-uprising-murder-case
https://www.bssnews.net/news/419090


Daily Bangladesh Watch 

 
Centre for Peace Studies (CPS), New Delhi 

 
 

 

2 

 UN findings substantiate AL regime’s role in enforced disappearances: UN investigators have 
found evidence of abduction, arbitrary detention and concealment involving Bangladesh’s 
security and intelligence agencies under the deposed Awami League government, identifying 
patterns closely associated with enforced disappearance. The findings of the Office of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) assume renewed significance as 
Bangladesh joins the world today in observing the International Day of the Victims of Enforced 
Disappearances. Observed annually on 30 August, the day draws global attention to disappeared 
persons and their families and reinforces calls for truth, justice, accountability and measures to 
prevent recurrence. Following an independent fact-finding inquiry into violations surrounding 
the July-August 2024 mass uprising, OHCHR found reasonable grounds to believe that the 
former government, its security and intelligence apparatus, and violent elements associated with 
the Awami League systematically committed serious human rights violations (Daily Sun, 30 
August 2026). 

 Questions raised over investigations into enforced disappearances, calls for amendments to 
bills: Human rights activists, lawyers and former members of the commission that investigated 
enforced disappearances have questioned a provision in two bills on human rights and enforced 
disappearances that would give the relevant law enforcement agencies the power to investigate 
allegations against their own forces. They have called for amendments to the bills, warning that 
passing them without ensuring independent investigations would make it even more difficult to 
secure justice and accountability for enforced disappearances. They made the remarks at a 
discussion held at the National Press Club in Dhaka on Saturday afternoon to commemorate 
victims of enforced disappearances. Human Rights Support Society (HRSS) organised the event 
ahead of International Day of the Victims of Enforced Disappearances on 30 August (Prothom 
Alo, 29 August 2026). 

 PM hands appointment letters to 74 from families of enforced disappearance, July victims: 
Prime minister Tarique Rahman on Saturday handed over appointment letters to 74 people from 
families of victims of enforced disappearances, murders and the July uprising. At a ceremony 
held at the Karabi Hall of the Prime Minister’s Office in Tejgaon, the prime minister personally 
handed appointment letters to 10 of the recipients. Prime minister’s additional press secretary 
Atikur Rahman Rumon said the 74 recipients included family members of victims of enforced 
disappearance and killing, as well as injured fighters and family members of those killed during 
the July uprising. The recipients expressed gratitude to the prime minister for the appointments 
and demanded justice for those responsible for enforced disappearances and killings (New Age, 
29 August 2026). 

 March from Banglamotor toward parliament, Jamaat alliance leaders join: On the occasion 
of the International Day of the Victims of Enforced Disappearances, a march was held toward 
the National Parliament, organised by the National Committee on Resistance Against Enforced 
Disappearances. Top-level leaders of the 11-party alliance, led by Jamaat-e-Islami, also 
participated in the march. At around 4:30 PM today, the march reached Manik Mia Avenue in 
front of the Parliament. Following a rally there, a memorandum will be submitted to the Speaker. 
The march commenced from the Banglamotor intersection at 3:40 PM on Sunday. Jamaat-e-
Islami Secretary General Mia Golam Parwar, Assistant Secretary General AHM Hamidur 
Rahman Azad, former BNP leader Major (Retd.) Akhtaruzzaman who recently joined Jamaat, 
Bangladesh Khelafat Majlis Secretary General Maulana Jalaluddin Ahmad, and JAGPA Vice 
President Rashed Pradhan, along with several individuals who fell victim to enforced 
disappearance during the Awami League government's tenure, participated in the march. The 
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rally was presided over by Hasinur Rahman, a former army officer who was a victim of enforced 
disappearance during the Awami League regime. He strongly criticized Home Minister 
Salahuddin Ahmed and demanded that the Enforced Disappearance Prevention Ordinance, 
drafted during the tenure of the previous interim government, be enacted into law. Alongside 
Akhtaruzzaman, several others spoke at the rally (Prothom Alo, 30 August 2026). 

 Rashed Khan says Jamaat-NCP long march paving way for Awami League return: The 
announcement of a long march towards Chattogram in September by Jamaat-e-Islami and the 
NCP is paving the way for the return of the activities banned Awami League in December, the 
Prime Minister’s Political Assistant, Rashed Khan, has said. Speaking to journalists on Friday 
afternoon after a reception programme at the Muraridaha Government Primary School ground 
in Jhenaidah Sadar Upazila, Rashed strongly condemned recent remarks by Jamaat MP 
Abdullah Mohammed Taher. Taher had reportedly claimed that the BNP government is treating 
opposition parties worse than the Awami League did. “I strongly condemn the statement of the 
Jamaat leader,” Rashed said, claiming that Jamaat-NCP is attempting to hit the streets alongside 
the Awami League, which the public will not tolerate. He pointed out that MPs from Jamaat 
and the NCP are demanding the same privileges in Parliament as treasury bench MPs. “Are they 
not receiving benefits?” he asked, saying that Jamaat was unable to unlock the padlocks of its 
offices for 17 years. He accused them of dreaming of ousting the government and seizing power 
with the support of the Awami League, a dream he said the public would never allow them to 
realise (Daily Times of Bangladesh, 28 August 2026). 

 Some BNP allies rue lack of recognition: More than six months after the BNP formed the 
government, a section of its partners say the party has yet to fulfil its pre-election promise to 
include allies in the government. They allege that many of those who stood by the BNP during 
the simultaneous movement against the Awami League regime, went to jail, and faced 
repression and harassment have not been properly recognised. They also believe that the BNP’s 
victory in over two-thirds of the seats has made it less dependent on its old political partners, a 
position they warn could hurt the party in the long run. Nagorik Oikya Convener Mahmudur 
Rahman Manna said the BNP appeared to have concluded that it could run the country without 
accommodating the parties that joined the simultaneous movement. “We may not like this 
attitude, but they [BNP] seem to think this attitude is proper,” he told The Daily Star. “Does 
giving ministerial or state minister posts mean it has become a national government? A national 
government means accommodating people wherever possible. That has not happened. It has not 
even come close to being a national government. It is a BNP cabinet,” he said. Disagreement 
between the BNP and Nagorik Oikya grew over the nomination issue. Eventually, Manna 
contested the February 12 election without BNP support (The Daily Star, 29 August 2026). 

 Salahuddin Ahmed takes Mirza Fakhrul's seat, will he be the next Deputy Leader of the 
House: Following the election of Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir as President, Home Minister 
Salahuddin Ahmed has taken his seat in the National Parliament. On Thursday, during the first 
day of the third session of the 13th National Parliament, he was seen sitting in the seat adjacent 
to Prime Minister and Leader of the House Tarique Rahman under the new seating 
arrangement. Discussions have now begun in political circles regarding whether Salahuddin 
Ahmed is being made the Deputy Leader of the House. However, no official decision or 
announcement has been made so far regarding making Salahuddin Ahmed the Deputy Leader 
of the House. The authority to decide who will be the Deputy Leader rests with the Leader of 
the House and the Prime Minister (Prothom Alo, 30 August 2026). 

https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/djs3hv36sf
https://tob.news/jamaat-ncp-long-march-paving-way-for-awami-league-return-rashed-khan/
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/politics/news/some-bnp-allies-rue-lack-recognition-4259046
https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/parliament/qxoaplea72
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 Human Rights Commission Bill: Opposition MPs skip parliamentary committee discussion: 
Opposition members of parliament (MPs) did not participate in discussions on the National 
Human Rights Commission (NHRC) Bill at the Parliamentary Standing Committee on the 
Ministry of Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs. They have decided to refrain from 
participating at any stage of the bill’s passage. Their reasons have been set out in writing and 
submitted to the parliamentary committee. After the bill was introduced in the Jatiya Sangsad 
(national parliament) on Thursday, it was referred to the Parliamentary Standing Committee on 
the Ministry of Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs for scrutiny and submission of a report. 
The committee met at the Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban on Sunday morning. The meeting was 
scheduled to discuss the Property Transfer Bill and the National Human Rights Commission 
Bill. While the opposition MPs took part in the discussion on the Property Transfer Bill, they 
did not participate in the discussion on the NHRC bill. Instead, they left the meeting. The 
opposition has three MPs on the parliamentary standing committee: Nazibur Rahman, Al Faruk 
Abdul Latif and Akhtar Hossain. The three MPs have submitted a written statement to the 
committee setting out their position, a copy of which was also provided to journalists. The 
written statement says the government repealed the National Human Rights Commission 
Ordinance 2025 unilaterally, disregarding the views of victims, stakeholders and national and 
international human rights organisations. At the time of the repeal, the government had pledged 
to enact stronger and more effective legislation. Instead, the statement says, a bill that is weaker 
and narrower in scope has been placed before Parliament. It further states that the proposed bill 
is not consistent with the internationally recognised standards of the global alliance of national 
human rights institutions, the Paris Principles, or relevant international conventions and 
declarations. The committee was instructed to submit its report within just two working days, 
which, according to the opposition MPs, has effectively curtailed the opportunity for proper 
consultation with stakeholders and for the bill to be independently scrutinised and assessed. This, 
they said, has created a situation in which the standing committee risks being reduced to a 
“rubber stamp” (Prothom Alo, 30 August 2026). 

 

Economy 

 Study shows Energy crisis costs Bangladesh $10.63bn in imports: Bangladesh's deepening 
energy crisis has pushed the country's energy import bill to $10.63 billion in FY25-26, up 107% 
year-on-year, while stalling nearly Tk35,000 crore in industrial investment across 1,857 pending 
gas-connection applications, according to a study jointly presented by the Metropolitan 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (MCCI) and Policy Exchange Bangladesh on Sunday. The 
presentation, titled "Bangladesh's Energy Security Challenge: Powering a More Competitive 
Business Climate," was delivered by Hassib Hasan, Senior Associate at Policy Exchange 
Bangladesh, drawing on the Bangladesh Business Climate Index (BBX), a joint MCCI-Policy 
Exchange initiative launched in 2021 to track business-related challenges across the country's 
eight divisions. The study found the country's business infrastructure score has declined as 
reliability, rather than physical access, has become the binding constraint on firms. The study 
said Bangladesh's import dependency on primary energy has climbed from 47.7% four years ago 
to 62.5% now, citing data from the Institute for Energy Economics and Financial Analysis 
(IEEFA), even as Asian spot LNG prices have nearly doubled, from $10.5 per MMBtu in 
January to $25.3 per MMBtu in August, driven by Middle East conflict, Qatari supply disruption 
and early European winter stockpiling (Dhaka Tribune, 30 August 2026). 

https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/stj783jcmz
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 Tk 902cr top-up needed to unlock $2.1bn third terminal: The government has defended a Tk 
902 crore top-up for Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport’s third terminal, saying the 
additional spending is needed to complete unfinished works and bring the $2.1 billion asset into 
operation. The defence came after an opposition lawmaker on Sunday questioned in the Jatiya 
Sangsad whether the extra allocation could create fresh scope for corruption. Civil aviation and 
tourism minister M Rashiduzzaman Millat gave the explanation in Parliament in response to an 
allegation by opposition lawmaker Hannan Masud of Noakhali-6 that the additional allocation 
could provide the contractor with another opportunity for corruption. Hannan, in a 
supplementary question, said the estimated cost of the international terminal had risen several 
times from Tk 13,000 crore to Tk 21,300 crore (New Age, 30 August 2026). 

 Titumir says Water issue should be guided by national interest: Prime Minister’s Adviser on 
Finance and Planning Prof Dr Rashed Al Mahmud Titumir on Sunday said that the issues 
surrounding transboundary water sharing are technical, but their solutions must ultimately be 
political and guided by Bangladesh's national interest. "The issues are technical, but the solutions 
must ultimately be political and guided by our national interest," he said while speaking as the 
chief guest at a national seminar titled "Transboundary Water Sharing Issues and Padma 
Barrage" at North South University (NSU), said a press release. The seminar was jointly 
organised by the South Asian Institute of Policy and Governance (SIPG) and the Department 
of Civil and Environmental Engineering (CEE) of NSU. The government is overhauling 
Bangladesh’s river and water management system to address the country’s chronic problem of 
seasonal water extremes, with too much water during one part of the year and scarcity during 
another, he also said. “Bangladesh’s core problem in water management is that during one part 
of the season there is too much water, while at another time water becomes scarce. The 
government is working to overcome this situation and find a solution,” he said (Daily Sun, 30 
August 2026; Dhaka Tribune, 30 August 2026). 

 Construction begins on Bangladesh’s first greenfield container terminal in Laldia: 
Construction work on the container terminal at Chattogram’s Laldia Char has officially begun. 
Participating in the foundation stone laying ceremony on Sunday, Shipping Minister Shaikh 
Rabiul Alam said: "Today is a new chapter because we are about to enter a new era of 
investment, technology and terminal handling. A huge investment in PPP (public-private 
partnership). "We will be able to handle 800,000 TEUs (twenty-foot long containers) every year. 
There will be many modern facilities. Today is the start of establishing international confidence 
in investment in Bangladesh." Referring to the terminal, the first at Chittagong Port, to draw 
foreign investment, he said: "The progress needed to modernise Chittagong Port is starting. 
Many more are interested. Discussions are underway while keeping the country's interests as the 
main priority. "The Laldia modern terminal will also show us the way on how to operate. All 
the cooperation required for its implementation will be provided by our ministry." Speaking at 
the event, Finance and Planning Minister Amir Khosru Mahmud Chowdhury said: “The heart 
of the people of Chattogram is the port. All economic activities here revolve around the port. 
We now have an elected government. “The government has a target of a trillion dollars by 2034; 
which is maybe a little ambitious. But in the long run, we have to be ambitious.” On Nov 17, 
under the interim government, APM Terminals - a company of the Danish Maersk Group - 
signed an agreement with the Chittagong Port Authority to build a terminal at Laldia Char on 
the south bank of the Karnaphuli River (bdnews24.com, 30 August 2026).  
 

 US provides $2.4m health equipment to Bangladesh: The United States has provided $2.4 
million in health equipment and supplies to Bangladesh to strengthen maternal, newborn and 

https://www.newagebd.net/post/country/311725/tk-902cr-top-up-needed-to-unlock-21bn-third-terminal-minister
https://www.daily-sun.com/bangladesh/894985/water-issue-should-be-guided-by-national-interest-titumir
https://www.daily-sun.com/bangladesh/894985/water-issue-should-be-guided-by-national-interest-titumir
https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/bangladesh-environment/418674/%C2%A0titumir-padma-barrage-key-to-tackling
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child health services across the country, the US Embassy said on Monday. US Ambassador to 
Bangladesh Brent T. Christensen presented maternal and newborn care training models to 
Panchagarh Civil Surgeon Dr Md Mizanur Rahman at Panchagarh District Hospital as part of 
the initiative, reports BSS. The broader US contribution includes newborn warmers and 
breathing equipment, therapeutic food for severely malnourished children, and supplies 
designed to maintain vaccine effectiveness, according to a statement attributed to US Embassy 
Dhaka spokesperson Poornima Rai. The equipment and supplies are being delivered to hospitals 
and health centres across Bangladesh, including in hard-to-reach areas, through US-funded 
partners FHI 360, Jhpiego, JSI and UNICEF. The embassy said the assistance is aimed at 
strengthening Bangladesh’s health system and expanding access to quality maternal, newborn 
and child healthcare nationwide. It said the support also advances the America First Global 
Health Strategy through practical partnerships designed to strengthen health systems and 
promote American health innovation (Financial Express Bangladesh, 31 August 2026).  

Foreign Policy 

 Bangladesh, China ready to launch diplomacy, defense dialogue: Bangladesh and China today 
discussed launching a State Minister-level Diplomacy and Defense Dialogue alongside an early 
Foreign Minister-level Strategic Dialogue as the two countries seek to further deepen their 
strategic partnership. The issue was discussed when Chinese Ambassador to Bangladesh Yao 
Wen paid a courtesy call on State Minister for Foreign Affairs Humaiun Kobir at the foreign 
ministry here, according to a ministry press release. During the meeting, Kobir described China 
as a “trusted friend and valued strategic partner” of Bangladesh and reaffirmed Dhaka’s 
commitment to the One-China Principle. He expressed satisfaction over the renewed 
momentum in bilateral relations and the elevation of the ties to a “China-Bangladesh 
Community with a Shared Future” following Prime Minister Tarique Rahman’s recent visit to 
China. The two sides discussed a wide range of issues of mutual interest, including cooperation 
on the Teesta River Comprehensive Management and Restoration and the early launching of 
the Foreign Minister-level Strategic Dialogue. They also discussed beginning the State Minister-
level Diplomacy and Defense Dialogue, initiating the process for exporting Bangladeshi jackfruit 
and guava to China, the China-Bangladesh-Myanmar Economic Corridor and cooperation on 
the Rohingya issue. Possible cooperation on establishing a Mongla Export Processing Zone 
(EPZ) also featured in the discussion (BSS News, 30 August 2026). 

 Humanuin Kobir says China 2+2 dialogue to begin soon: State Minister for Foreign Affairs 
Humaiun Kobir today said Bangladesh and China are laying the groundwork for launching their 
2+2 dialogue, describing the mechanism as one of the highest levels of strategic cooperation 
between the two countries. “The groundwork for the 2+2 engagement is currently being laid for 
further interactions. So yes, it will commence at a mutually convenient time in the very near 
future,” he told reporters at the foreign ministry here. Kobir said this after Chinese Ambassador 
to Bangladesh Yao Wen called on him at the ministry earlier in the day, when the two sides 
discussed launching a State Minister-level Diplomacy and Defense Dialogue alongside an early 
Foreign Minister-level Strategic Dialogue. A 2+2 Ministerial Dialogue is a high-level diplomatic 
meeting between two countries involving their respective foreign and defense ministers. Asked 
whether a date had been fixed for the proposed mechanism, bringing together the foreign policy 
and defence dimensions of bilateral cooperation, the state minister said no specific date had yet 
been finalised. Kobir described the 2+2 mechanism as a reflection of the growing strategic depth 
of Bangladesh-China relations and Bangladesh’s increasing geopolitical importance saying “this 

https://thefinancialexpress.com.bd/national/us-provides-24m-health-aid-to-bangladesh
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represents one of the highest levels of strategic cooperation with China.” He said when a bilateral 
relationship reaches such a stage, initiatives like the 2+2 mechanism, alongside the “shared 
community” approach pursued by China, naturally come to the fore (BSS News, 30 August 
2026). 

 Kobir says Dhaka sees no risk in joining Makkah Pact: Discussions are currently under way 
with Saudi Arabia and Turkey regarding the Mecca Pact, State Minister for Foreign Affairs 
Humaiun Kobir has confirmed. State Minister for Foreign Affairs Humaiun Kobir on Sunday 
said Bangladesh sees no risk in joining the Makkah Defence Pact and it would not restrict 
Bangladesh’s engagement with other partners. “This is a unique pact that presenting new 
opportunities,” he told reporters at the foreign ministry after Saudi Ambassador to Bangladesh 
Dr Abdullah Zafer bin Abiyah called on him. Kobir added Bangladesh viewed the proposed pact 
“positively” while “we are currently holding discussions on this matter, and those discussions 
are progressing positively with all bilateral partners”. Asked for comments about possible risks 
that Bangladesh might face if it eventually joined the proposed security arrangement, he said 
Dhaka would pursue an integrated and flexible foreign and security policy while maintaining 
balance in its international relations. “A country like Bangladesh must approach foreign policy 
and security cooperation in a highly integrated and flexible manner, aligned with the dynamics 
of the current international political system,” he said. Kobir said, in line with the approach, “we 
will balance our international relations,” and Bangladesh’s possible entry into the defence 
alliance would pose no risk. The state minister said engaging in one particular sphere of 
cooperation amidst the current volatile and crisis-driven international political environment 
would neither limit Bangladesh’s foreign policy options nor prevent it from cooperating with 
other alliances or partners (Prothom Alo, 30 August 2026; Dhaka Tribune, 30 August 2026). 

 Delhi denies permission for seminar featuring speakers linked to Awami League: Permission 
was denied for an international seminar in Delhi because it was due to feature speakers linked 
to the Awami League. The Delhi Police refused to grant clearance, telling the organisers that the 
event could not be permitted because of “certain controversies”. The seminar was scheduled to 
take place yesterday, Saturday, from 6:00 pm to 8.30 pm. The organisers had also requested the 
Delhi Police to make the necessary security arrangements to ensure that the event could proceed 
without disruption. The event was organised by the Foreign Correspondents Club of South Asia 
(FCC) in New Delhi. Its theme was “Europe and Asia: From Dialogue to a Partnership”. The 
FCC organised the seminar jointly with the Belgium-based organisation Hand in Hand 
Foundation. Although no official explanation has been issued for the cancellation, it is believed 
that the Delhi Police withheld permission because some of the participants were linked to the 
Awami League, whose activities are banned in Bangladesh (Prothom Alo, 30 August 2026). 

 Delhi spells out Makkah Pact has security implications for India: India on Friday said the 
"Makkah Pact" has security implications for India, noting that it is closely following 
developments that have implications for its national security. "We continue to follow all 
developments that have a bearing on India's security and take all necessary steps to safeguard 
it," Spokesperson at the Indian Ministry of External Affairs Randhir Jaiswal told reporters in 
New Delhi. He made the remarks when an Indian journalist asked about recent comments made 
by the Bangladesh side on the Makkah Defence Pact involving Saudi Arabia, Türkiye and 
Pakistan. Bangladesh’s positive stance toward the Makkah Joint Defence Agreement has 
triggered debate at home and abroad, amid speculation that Dhaka could eventually seek to join 
the pact. The possibility will depend largely on the intentions of the three founding members - 
Saudi Arabia, Türkiye and Pakistan - and whether they move to expand the agreement beyond 

https://www.bssnews.net/news/419400
https://www.bssnews.net/news/419400
https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/9dhg9x9gkf
https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/foreign-affairs/418684/kobir-dhaka-sees-no-risk-in-joining-makkah-pact
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its current membership. In response to a question about the “deliberate targeting” of Hindu 
families in Bangladesh. He said, “The other question was about the law and order situation in 
Bangladesh. This is a responsibility which the government of Bangladesh must take." The Indian 
media has regularly raised concerns about the alleged persecution of Bangladesh’s Hindu 
minority following the political changeover following the July Uprising (Dhaka Tribune, 28 
August 2026; bdnews24.com, 29 August 2026). 

 India says Ganga treaty issues to be discussed under JRC: India has said issues relating to the 
Ganga Water Treaty between Bangladesh and India will be discussed under the framework of 
the bilateral Joint Rivers Commission (JRC) as Bangladesh awaits New Delhi’s response on the 
matter. “Ganga Water Treaty was signed in 1996 for a period of 30 years and all water related 
issues, river related issues between India and Bangladesh are discussed as part of the agenda of 
the bilateral Joint Rivers Commission,” said Official Spokesperson at the Indian Ministry of 
External Affairs Randhir Jaiswal. Talking to reporters in New Delhi recently, Jaiswal said 
further meetings of the Joint Committee of the Ganga Water Treaty continue to be held at the 
technical level. The government is determined to renegotiate the Ganga Water Sharing Treaty 
with India while preserving the rights of the Bangladeshi people. Replying to a supplementary 
question from Bagerhat-4 lawmaker Md Abdul Aleem, Foreign Minister Dr Khalilur Rahman 
on Thursday said Bangladesh remains active in pursuing its fair share of water from common 
rivers. He said a team has been formed to prepare a new agreement following the expiry of the 
Ganges Water-sharing Treaty, and the Indian authorities have been informed accordingly. “We 
are now waiting for their response” (Dhaka Tribune, 29 August 2026). 

 Labour migration to Malaysia to resume in Sept, 10000 to go free of charge: State Minister 
for Local Government Mir Shahe Alam has said that Malaysia will start recruiting 200,000 
workers from Bangladesh towards the end of next month. They will be sent to Malaysia through 
listed companies. In addition, another 10,000 workers will be sent completely free of cost. The 
process will be completed within the next six months. Malaysia’s High Commissioner to 
Bangladesh, Mohammad Suhada bin Osman, met Local Government Minister Abdul Moyeen 
Khan at the secretariat on Sunday. After the meeting, State Minister Mir Shahe Alam told 
journalists about the matter. The Ministry of Expatriates’ Welfare and Overseas Employment is 
overseeing these issues, he said adding the High Commissioner briefed them on the matters 
during the courtesy call (Prothom Alo, 28 August 2026). 

 Bangladesh to buy more Boeing aircraft from US: Bangladesh has agreed to buy more Boeing 
aircraft from the United States as part of a new agreement. Sergio Gor, the US special envoy for 
South and Central Asian affairs and ambassador to India, announced this in a post on X on 
Sunday night. Sergio Gor also said that US President Donald Trump and Bangladesh Prime 
Minister Tarique Rahman have reached an ‘incredible deal’ this week over the purchase of 
Boeing aircraft. However, Sergio Gor did not mention in his post how many new aircraft 
Bangladesh plans to purchase from aircraft manufacturer Boeing. Sergio Gor visited Bangladesh 
for three days from 30 July. On the final day of his visit, he met Prime Minister Tarique Rahman. 
Before leaving Dhaka for Delhi, Sergio Gor said in an X post that they had discussed the 
immense potential for strengthening cooperation between the two countries and expanding their 
partnership. Sergio Gor wrote in his post, “Just this week, President Trump and the Prime 
Minister of Bangladesh made another incredible deal, with Bangladesh committing to spend 
Billions of Dollars to buy more Boeing Aircraft, significantly increasing their initial order” 
(Prothom Alo, 31 August 2026). 

https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/foreign-affairs/418558/delhi-spells-out-makkah-pact-has-security
https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/foreign-affairs/418558/delhi-spells-out-makkah-pact-has-security
https://bdnews24.com/bangladesh/875cb9f13377
https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/foreign-affairs/418596/india-says-ganga-treaty-issues-to-be-discussed
https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/55v1xt1d5k
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Security 

 Indian smuggler held after shootout with BGB: An Indian smuggler was detained with a 
firearm, ammunition and contraband drugs near the Kumarshail border point in Barlekha 
upazila of Moulvibazar on Thursday night. He was detained following a shootout between a 
group of Indian smugglers and Border Guard Bangladesh personnel, officials said. The detainee 
was identified as Balai Das, 36, an Indian national, the BGB said. BGB Beanibazar Battalion 
(52) commanding officer Lieutenant Colonel Ataur Rahman Sujan confirmed the incident to 
New Age. He said a battalion patrol team took position in the Kumarshail area around 10.00pm 
on a tip-off that a group of Indian smugglers would bring firearms and drugs into Bangladesh 
through the border point. ‘A foreign-made pistol, two rounds of ammunition and 500 yaba 
tablets were recovered from his possession,’ the BGB officer said (New Age, 28 August 2026). 

 BGB seizes 24 tonnes of fertiliser in Brahmanbaria: Border Guard Bangladesh has seized 24 
tonnes of fertiliser from Bijoynagar in Brahmanbaria while the consignment was allegedly being 
smuggled into India. A team of BGB-25 conducted a drive in the Islampur area of Bijoynagar 
on Thursday afternoon based on a tip-off and recovered the fertiliser from a truck, according to 
a press release issued by the battalion on Friday. BGB-25 commanding officer Lieutenant 
Colonel Zabbar Ahmed said that the team raided the area acting on secret information.The team 
searched the truck and recovered 9.5 tonnes of triple super phosphate fertiliser and 14.5 tonnes 
of Diammonium phosphate fertiliser. The estimated value of the seized fertiliser and the truck is 
Tk 55 lakh, he said (New Age, 29 August 2026). 

 Bangladeshi teenager killed in firing by Indians after crossing border: A Bangladeshi teenager 
was killed in pellet gunfire allegedly by Indian smugglers after crossing into India through the 
Chunarughat border in Habiganj on Sunday. The deceased was identified as Sohag Mia, son of 
Shafiq Mia of Chunarughat upazila. The incident took place inside India on Sunday afternoon, 
and 55 Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) confirmed the matter in a press release. According to 
the BGB, a group of Bangladeshis crossed the zero line through the Chimtibil border area of 
Chunarughat at around 1pm and entered about one kilometre into Indian territory. The BGB 
said they had gone there to bring back cows. Later, they got into an argument and a scuffle with 
Indian smugglers, the BGB said. At one stage, the Indian smugglers allegedly opened fire with 
pellet guns, seriously injuring Sohag. His companions rescued him, brought him back to 
Bangladesh and admitted him to Chunarughat Government Hospital. He died while undergoing 
treatment there. The BGB claimed that some members of Sohag's family were involved in 
smuggling and that several cases had been filed against them at the local police station. The BGB 
has called for an emergency flag meeting at the BOP level over the incident. Meanwhile, 
intelligence, surveillance and patrolling have been strengthened in the border area, the BGB said 
(bdnews24.com, 30 August 2026). 

**** 

[Disclaimer: We do not subscribe to the views or interpretations expressed by various Bangladeshi commentators 
we make available for perusal by our experts/analysts/policymakers every day. We put it all together in Daily 
Bangladesh Watch (DBW) with a view to acquainting our readers with the existing thought process in Bangladesh 
having its bearing on India, with the hope that such effort will help us in devising appropriate policies to deal with 
Bangladesh in a more effective manner. DBW is curated by Dr. Ankita Sanyal, Research Fellow, CPS] 

https://www.newagebd.net/post/country/311455/indian-smuggler-held-after-shootout-with-bgb
https://www.newagebd.net/post/country/311544/bgb-seizes-24-tonnes-of-fertiliser-in-brahmanbaria
https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/foreign-affairs/418712/bangladeshi-teenager-killed-in-firing-by-indians

